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CH 211: The Ancient Church

Instructor: Carl R. Trueman
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The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth,
    and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
    was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He arose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

The Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made. Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Chalcedonian Definition

Therefore, following the holy fathers, we all with one accord teach men to acknowledge one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at once complete in Godhead and complete in manhood, truly God and truly man, consisting also of a reasonable soul and body; of one substance with the Father as regards his Godhead, and at the same time of one substance with us as regards his manhood; like us in all respects, apart from sin; as regards his Godhead, begotten of the Father before the ages, but yet as regards his manhood begotten, for us men and for our salvation, of Mary the Virgin, the God-bearer; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten, recognized in two natures, without confusion, without change, without division, without separation; the distinction of natures being in no way annulled by the union, but rather the characteristics of each nature being preserved and coming together to form one person and subsistence, not as parted or separated into two persons, but one and the same Son and Only-begotten God the Word, Lord Jesus Christ; even as the prophets from earliest times spoke of him, and our Lord Jesus Christ himself taught us, and the creed of the fathers has handed down to us.

There seems to be nothing in the world which sustains the story; unless you go on telling it, it will just drop and disappear.

Edward Said
Lecture Schedule:

Week 1
Introduction



Gregory Nazianzus, First Theological Oration



http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/310227.htm
Week  2
Apostolic Fathers

Reading 
The Didache 

http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/didache-lightfoot.html
The Letters of Ignatius
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/richardson/fathers.vi.ii.iii.html
Week 3
The Greek Apologists

Reading
The First Apology of Justin Martyr


http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf01.viii.ii.html
Week 4
Second Century Theology: Tertullian and Irenaeus

Reading
Tertullian, Against Praxeas


http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf03.v.ix.html


Irenaeus, The Demonstration of the Apostolic Preaching
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/irenaeus/demonstr.preaching_the_demonstration_of_the_apostolic_preaching.html
Week 5
The Culture of Death: Martyrdom

Reading
The Martyrdom of Polycarp
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/richardson/fathers.vii.i.html?highlight=martyrdom,polycarp#highlight
The Martyrdom of Justin
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf01.viii.xi.html?highlight=martyrdom,justin#highlight
Pliny’s Letter to Trajan

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/pliny1.html
Week 6
Trinitarianism 

Reading
Athanasius, On the Incarnation of the Word

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/athanasius/incarnation.titlepage.html?highlight=athanasius,incarnation#highlight
Week 7
Holy Men and Monastics

Reading
Athanasius, Life of Anthony


http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/2811.htm
Week 8
The Church I: Scripture, Tradition, Authority

Reading
John Chrysostom, On the Priesthood


http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/1922.htm


Gregory the Great, The Pastoral Rule


http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/3601.htm
Week 9
The Church II: How to Take Over an Empire

Reading
Ambrose, Against Auxentius


http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/3411.htm
Week 10
Augustine I 

Reading
Confessions
Week 11
Augustine II

Reading
Enchiridion
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/pearse/morefathers/files/augustine_enchiridion_02_trans.htm#C14
Week 12 
Later Developments in Christology

Reading
Cyril of Alexandria, Third Epistle to Nestorius

http://www.monachos.net/content/patristics/patristictexts/34-patrtexts/135-cyril-of-alexandria-third-epistle-to-nestorius-including-the-twelve-anathemas
The Tome of Leo

http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/3604028.htm
Reading Material:

For purchase: 

Henry Chadwick, The Early Church
Robert Louis Wilken, The Spirit of Early Christian Thought

Jaroslav Pelikan, The Emergence of the Catholic Tradition

Chadwick is the best short study; Davidson; Wilken brilliantly captures the piety and the passion of early Christianity; and Pelikan’s book is a dry read but packed with useful information and insights.

General:

Primary Sources

Latin and Greek texts of the vast majority of extant patristic works can be found in the series, Patrologia Graeca and Patrologia Latina, edited by J-P. Migne in the nineteenth century, and the more recent Corpus Christianorum, Series Graeca and Series Latina.

Many texts can be found in translation on the web.  Particularly helpful are:

The Christian Classics Ethereal Library: www.ccel.org
New Advent: www.newadvent.org
Two important series which offer extensive sources in translation are published by Inter Varsity Press:

Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture.  This series provides verse-by-verse commentary on each book of the Bible, drawing on patristic sources.

Ancient Christian Doctrine.  Each volume in this series addresses a theological doctrine thematically, drawing on patristic sources:

Volume 1: We Believe in One God
Volume 2: We Believe in One Lord Jesus Christ
Volume 3: We Believe in the Crucified and Risen Lord
Volume 4: We Believe in the Holy Spirit
Volume 5: We Believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church 
Secondary Sources
Ivor J Davidson, The Birth of the Church: From Jesus to Constantine 

---- A Public Faith: From Constantine to the Medieval World 
W H C Frend, The Rise of Christianity
Henry Chadwick, The Church in Ancient Society: From Galilee to Gregory the Great
J N D Kelly, Early Christian Doctrines

---- Early Christian Creeds
Paul McKechnie, The First Christian Centuries: Perspectives on the Early Church
R A Markus, The End of Ancient Christianity
Jaroslav Pelikan, Credo
Ancient Background and Apostolic Fathers
Everett Ferguson, Backgrounds of Early Christianity
Clayton N. Jefford, The Apostolic Fathers: an Essential Guide
James M. Robinson (ed.), The Nag Hammadi Library
Persecution and the Greek Apologists

Robin Lane Fox, Pagans and Christians

Robert M. Grant, Greek Apologists of the Second Century
Irenaeus and Tertullian

Gerald Bray, Holiness and the Will of God: Perspectives on the Theology of Tertullian
Robert M. Grant, Irenaeus
Eric Osborn, Irenaeus of Lyon
---- Tertullian, First Theologian of the West
Trinitarianism and Christology

Lewis Ayres, Nicaea and Its Legacy
Aloys Gillmeier, Christ in Christian Tradition (vol 1)

R P C Hanson, The Search for the Christian Doctrine of God
Robert Letham, The Holy Trinity
John McGuckin, Saint Cyril of Alexandria and the Christological Controversy

Basil Studer, Trinity and Incarnation
Rowan Williams, Arius: Heresy and Tradition
Frances Young and Andrew Teal, From Nicea to Chalcedon: A Guide to the Literature and Its Background
Athanasius and the Cappadocian Fathers
George Barrois, The Fathers Speak
Anthony Meredith, The Cappadocians
Alvin Petersen, Athanasius
Thomas Weinandy, Athanasius
Augustine

Peter Brown, Augustine of Hippo
Garry Wills, Saint Augustine
James J. O’Donnell, Augustine: A New Biography

http://www.georgetown.edu/faculty/jod/augustine/. This is James O’Donnell’s Augustine webpage.  Any man who can write a book involving Augustine, Pelagius and The Grateful Dead has got to be worth reading.

Worship

Stuart Hall, Doctrine and Practice in the Early Church 

Geoffrey Wainwright and Kaaren B. Westerfield Tucker, The Oxford History of Christian Worship
Holy Men and Monastics

Peter Brown, Authority and the Sacred
---- Society and the Holy in Late Antiquity
William Harmless, Desert Christians
Norman Russell (trans.), Lives of the Desert Fathers
Patristic Theology and Contemporary Christianity
Donald Fairbairn, Life in the Trinity: An Introduction to Theology with the help of the Church Fathers
Thomas C. Oden and Cindy Crosby, Ancient Christian Devotional
Christopher Hall, Reading Scripture with the Church Fathers  

---- Learning Theology with the Church Fathers
D. H. Williams, Evangelicals and Tradition

--- Tradition, Scripture, and Interpretation
Patristic Theology and Contemporary Theology
Three examples, from different traditions, of constructive theology, involving significant interaction with the Fathers:

Eastern (Russian) Orthodoxy: 

Vladimir Lossky, The Mystical Theology of the Eastern Church
Roman Catholic: 

Henri De Lubac, Catholicism: Christ and the Common destiny of Man
Protestant (Reformed): 

Douglas F. Kelly, Systematic Theology I: Grounded in Holy Scripture and Understood in light of the Church
